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 What’s next?



 Addresses Water Quality y
and Quantity

 Incorporates a set of 
policies which cover morepolicies which cover more 
than just stormwater

 Require aspects of 
watershed and natural 
resources management



 Group #3: Landscape Preservation, 
Conservation, and Restoration
◦ Define natural resources for the purpose of 

preservation restoration mitigation and/orpreservation, restoration, mitigation, and/or 
enhancement.

 What is considered a natural resource?



 Group # 1: Water Quality 
IImprovement
◦ Protect surface and groundwater 

resources from soil erosion 
(sheet and rill, wind erosion, 
gully and stream bank erosion), 
sedimentation, nutrient and ,
chemical contamination. Buffer 
strips and riparian corridors 
should be established along all g
stream segments.

 How do we protect our 
streams from themselves?streams from themselves?



 Group #1: Water Quality Improvement
d l d h f ll◦ Preserve and protect wetland areas to the fullest 

extent possible to maintain natural hydrology and 
improve water quality by minimizing the 
d f ddownstream transport of sediment, nutrients, 
bacteria, etc. borne by surface water runoff. 
Reestablishment of previously existing wetlands 
and the creation of new wetlands should be 
promoted. Any impacted wetlands shall be 
mitigated at a 3:1 ratio. 

 What wetland areas need protection?
 Where should we create more wetlands?



 An accounting of the good and high quality g g g q y
natural resources in the Omaha Region

 Natural resource data assessment, 
mapping, and layering into a useful tool –
both graphically and in data form.



◦ Degradation of our natural resources impacts 
economic performance.
◦ Natural resources (streams, lakes, ponds, 

wetlands woodlands prairie) provide valuewetlands, woodlands, prairie) provide value.
◦ Natural resources defy municipal boundaries
◦ Public awareness of natural resources, and 

municipal commitments to more 
environmentally-friendly development in the 
Omaha region.g
◦ Municipal Planning and Engineering need for 

reliable information for effective community 
developmentdevelopment.



◦ Identify data needs of the communities
◦ Compile and integrate existing but disparate 

information and data sources.
◦ Evaluate data qualityEvaluate data quality
◦ Identify data gaps, build a listing of NRI data needs
◦ Verify NRI information, obtain new NRI data and 

finformation
◦ Classify natural resource quality
◦ Build a comprehensive database/GIS program for the◦ Build a comprehensive database/GIS program for the 

region
◦ Presentation to and training the community on how to 

use the NRIuse the NRI



◦ Substantial amount of natural resource data 
i i d il bl b h iexisting and available, but not cohesive nor 

descriptive
◦ Don’t re-invent the proverbial wheel Build off ofDon t re invent the proverbial wheel.  Build off of 

existing data bases and compile them together.
◦ Incorporate knowledge of existing high-value 

natural resource areas























◦ A common connection between communities can 
b bli h d l l dbe established as natural resources are evaluated 
beyond boundaries.
◦ Conserve areas with high quality naturalConserve areas with high quality natural 

resources
◦ Stabilize areas of weak or damaged resources 

(wetlands, vegetative communities, slopes, etc)
◦ Effective watershed management beyond just 

stormwater quantity and quality managementstormwater quantity and quality management
◦ Balanced growth and long-term sustainability.



◦ Sponsorship
◦ Funding
◦ Implementationp
 Project team
 Technical expertise

T i i d f h Training and use of the program


